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As part of the project’s Social Enterprise scheme, MiFriendly Cities is offering refugees and migrants in 

Coventry, Birmingham and Wolverhampton the opportunity to develop an innovative business idea, with 

the chance to pitch for up to 5,000 Euros to get a social enterprise off the ground and support it through its 

first stages. Social enterprises are ethical businesses which trade to solve social challenges. They improve 

communities, people’s life chances and the environment by selling goods and services to create profits 

which are re-invested back into their social mission. 

Evolve social is a flexible entrepreneurial programme created by CU Social Enterprise CIC. Evolve Social 

assists participants to develop a business idea from concept to start-up. Its interactive sessions engage 

participants to realise their entrepreneurial potential, offer insights of what it means to be a social 

entrepreneur and how to create and measure social value.  

The taught part of the course covered topics such as market research, pitching, sales and marketing, legal 

aspects and managing finances. By the end of Evolve Social, each participant developed a business canvas 

model, cash flow forecast, action plan and a pitch deck. 

In addition to the financial reward that successful participants received through this programme, they were 

also eligible for business mentoring support from an external business consultant, as well as 1-2-1 support 

from CU Social Enterprise staff. CUSE has completed four cohorts of Evolve Social specially for refugees and 

migrants with the aim to have 16 Social Enterprises set up from the 43 participants selected to take part. 

Each cohort was running for four weeks.  
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These are the Social Enterprises that were successful throughout the project: 

Coventry Cohort 1 Awardees 

• Ngolo Luc Kone, AKWABA CIC - A community space offering skill children breakfast & afterschool 

clubs alongside math tutoring. Akwaba means welcome and the centre will have a warm and family 

like atmosphere working from the saying ‘it takes a village to raise a child’ 

• Seyedah Naseriniaki - Working with Migrant Women to reduce social isolation, build confidence 

and mental health through crafts, skills and wellbeing workshops. The crafts workshops will be run 

using recycled materials and producing products that will be sold to support minority groups in 

Coventry. 

• Uyiosa Osawe - Providing aged 16-30 year olds with a range of male and female clothing products, 

from casualwear to smart wear representing hope, confidence and power to make a positive 

impact in society. 10% of each item sold will go to the charity Samaritan’s Purse. 

• Berlinda Sarpong, VAEK LTD - Ghanaian inspired Leisure wear brand catering to New Mums and 

Curvy women specifically (but not exclusively) within the BAME community.  

Wolverhampton Awardees 

• Ali Aldube, PC and Phone repairs for low income families and those that don’t have access to 

smartphones when they 1st arrive in the city 

• Ghousoun Albakari, My Angel - sewing classes and moderations to clothing to meet the needs 

of the Hijabi and Muslimah community to make western styles more modern, whilst helping the 

female Syrian community to overcome cultural barriers by teaching basic sewing skills in order to 

create additional income streams for their families 

• Ahmad Akhamakh, Your Elegance - Women’s tailoring and furniture upholstering. Sewing skills 

training for the Syrian community in order to reduce social isolation and reduce unemployment 

• Miguel Garica, Miream App Limited - App that matches learner drivers with language barriers and 

specific needs (eg disabilities) to instructors who can support their specific additional needs. 

https://mifriendlycities.co.uk/start-ups-ideas-social-entrepreneur-uyiosa-osawe-game-changer/
https://mifriendlycities.co.uk/start-ups-ideas-social-entrepreneur-uyiosa-osawe-game-changer/
https://mifriendlycities.co.uk/meet-social-entrepreneur-ali-abdul-how-holistic-support-is-helping-refugees-fulfil-their-goals/
https://mifriendlycities.co.uk/meet-social-entrepreneur-ali-abdul-how-holistic-support-is-helping-refugees-fulfil-their-goals/
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Birmingham Awardees 

• Patrick Chan, Boogie Taps – Dance business 

• Farisai Dzemwa,  Way Forward – Creative community arts project 

• Alton Fuller, Care Angels Homecare 

• Faye Yussuf , Masai Shoe Hub – Shoe Making Business 

Coventry Cohort 2 Awardees 

• Diana Chipara, Qul Language Solutions - Translation 

• Madera Malgorzata, Phototherapy for the Deaf 

• Sahar Sharifi, Make Up by SaharX – Beauty Services 

• Sina Mirzaei, Recycle Hub 

 

In addition to the awardees listed above, musician Wilson Nwanekwu was also offered two days Music 

Industry consultancy.  

All the entrepreneurs who have won the MiFriendly Cities investment in pitch panels that have taken place 

are now busy implementing their socially minded business ideas. Seven of these businesses have now been 

registered as legal enterprises leading to production of goods and services.  
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